What’s On
May-October 2017

Exhibitions & installations, including:
Wild About Colour • Ever After • Animal •
Time for Bed • Narnia (until end Aug 2017)

Activities, including:
Pop up stories • Themed weekends •
Summer courses • Drama workshops

Events, including:
Authors & illustrators • Music • Puppetry •
Quizzes • and more!

The Story Museum
The Story Museum celebrates stories in all forms
and explores their enduring power to teach and
delight. We provide exhibitions and events in our
quirky building in the centre of Oxford, and take
projects out to schools and community groups.
We are creating a most unusual
museum in the centre of Oxford,
offering visitors of all ages great
ways to engage with great stories.
As we raise the funds to redevelop
our whole site, we are using our
existing spaces to create innovative
story experiences to spark the
imagination of all age groups. Buy
a day ticket to explore two floors of
story-inspired experiences. For more
details see pages 4-5.
We also offer regular events, author
talks and performances for all ages.
Whether it’s stories with music and
craft, literary quizzes or meeting
your favourite authors, we’ve got
something for everyone. For more
details see pages 7-20.
Highlights this season include spellbinding storytelling from Sandra
Agard (pg 13) and Nick Hennessey
(pg 19), comic mayhem with the
Etherington Brothers (pg 14), a
peach-filled Roald Dahl weekend (pg
17), a magical wizarding weekend
(pg 17) and an evening with multiaward winning author of the Gruffalo,
Julia Donaldson (pg 20).

22

New for 2017

Visit Mission Control to help guide
our fantastical Story Craft, the Ever
After, in and out of fictional worlds
in search of a 1001 stories for the
Museum’s collection.
Go Wild about Colour, with picture
book illustration by the late Brian
Wildsmith and other illustrators
inspired by his work. Look out for our
associated events programme too,
including Jane Ray (pg 16) and Nick
Sharratt (pg 20).
And if all those stories are making
you hungry for more then don’t
forget to pop into our shop with
literary gifts galore and visit our café
offering a full seasonal menu for all
appetites big and small!
As a registered charity all proceeds
from our box office, shop and café
go towards supporting our work to
enrich lives through stories.
Be warned - the White Witch will
be banished and the portal to
Narnia closed after the summer
holidays so don’t miss your chance
to step through the wardrobe!

Registered charity no. 1107809

Planning your visit
Prices

Museum day ticket

Adult: £7.50 (£5 child/concession)
Family ticket: £20 (4 people
including at least 1 child)
Under 2s: Free
Children aged 11 and over are
welcome to visit The Story Museum
unaccompanied with the permission
of their parents or carers.

Frequent visitors

If you are a frequent visitor to the
Museum, ask at the front desk for
further details about our bumper
tickets.

Event tickets

See individual event listings on
pages 9-20 for prices.

Booking

Museum tickets

Buy Museum day tickets and
bumper tickets in person on the
day of your visit.

Event tickets

Booking in advance recommended
from www.ticketsoxford.com
01865 305305
In person at Oxford Playhouse
Beaumont St, Oxford OX1 2LW
Event tickets can also be
purchased on the day at The Story
Museum if available.

@TheStoryMuseum

Find us

42 Pembroke Street
Oxford OX1 1BP
Our city centre location is easily
reached by bus, train, car or bike.
For map and directions visit www.
storymuseum.org.uk/visit/find-us

Contact us

01865 790050
office@storymuseum.org.uk

Schools & groups
Contact our Learning team for
details of school workshops and
group booking prices. Email:
learning@storymuseum.org.uk or
call 01865 790050.

Opening hours
Museum (term time*)
Fri-Sat, 10.00-17.00
Sun, 11.00-16.00

Museum (school holidays*)
Mon-Sat, 10.00-17.00
Sun, 11.00-16.00
Shop & Café
Tues-Sat,10.00-17.00
Sun,11.00-16.00
*Oxfordshire State School dates.
We recommend you check
www.storymuseum.org.uk/visit
for opening times or call 01865
790050.

TheStoryMuseum
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Your Museum day ticket inc
Buy a Museum day ticket
and enjoy all our exhibitions
and installations at your
own pace.

Wild about
Colour
Explore the kaleidoscopic
imagination of the late Brian
Wildsmith and a dozen modern
illustrators who share his
passion for paint in this colourful
celebration of illustration.
Feast your eyes on jungles and
farmyards, rockets and rainbows,
then draw a roar, make colour
waves and add your own wild card
to our giant picture patchwork.

Ever After
The Story Museum has launched
the Ever After, our fantastical
Story Craft, on a mission to collect
the 1001 greatest stories and
the treasures they contain. Join
us in ‘Mission Control’ and help
steer the ship by writing, drawing,
filming and recording your
suggestions for the stories that the
crew should bring back with them.

Enjoy regular Pop Up Story
Time around the Museum free with your entry ticket

a safari through stories
Use all your senses as you explore
12 immersive spaces from Gromit’s
kennel to Watership Down and
experience favourite animal tales
from books and films.
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Look out for our family Secret Garden sto

cludes...
Time for Bed

Put on a dressing gown, find
yourself a cuddly toy and snuggle
up to enjoy a bedtime story on our
giant story bed. Relax and unwind
with our selection of favourite
picture books.

Narnia
Step through the wardrobe into the
magical world of Narnia where it’s
always winter but never Christmas.
But be quick - the portal to Narnia
is closing at the end of the summer
holidays!

Wonderland

Take your place at the Hatter’s table
and enjoy tea time in Wonderland.
Immerse yourself in a world of
nonsense and see if you can solve
the riddles on the table.

Talking Throne
Browse our extensive collection of
costumes, pick an outfit, choose
your title, then walk up the red
carpet and hear the amazing Talking
Throne announce you.

World Stories

A collection of world stories collected
by prize-winning author Geraldine
McCaughrean with the help of local
primary school children. Hear funny
and fearsome traditional tales as
you admire the fabric animals on our
beautiful wall hangings.

Don’t miss classic family films
and favourite children’s TV
programmes in our cosy film den.

ory activity during the Summer holidays.
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Summer holidays
Holiday courses

Don’t miss Drama
Blast, our hour-long
story workshops with
props & costumes,
running from
15 August

Come for a week and gain a Discover Arts Award, or
book for individual days (Tuesday-Thursday). Full week £160 or individual
days £37.50. Days run from 10.00-16.00. Earlier drop off and later
collection available. Suitable for ages 8-12. See website for full details.
Summer Story Makers
Monday 31 July - Friday 4 August
10.00-16.00

Picture This
Monday 7 - Friday 11 August
10.00-16.00

Monday: Explore the Museum,
meet new friends and discover
stories through games, craft and
plenty of fun. Design and decorate
your Arts Award Portfolio.
Tuesday: Work with actor Andy
Owens and learn how to put on
your own production of a story.
Wednesday: Join professional
puppeteer Emma Boor to make
your own puppet character
and bring it to life with its own
personality.
Thursday: Meet storyteller Sandra
Agard for some spellbinding
stories and learn how to captivate
an audience through the art of
storytelling.
Friday: Take in all the amazing
new skills you have learned.
Complete your sparkling Portfolio
ready for your Discover certificate,
and end the whirlwind week
with a party and presentation
to share your stories with friends
and family.

Monday: Explore the Museum,
meet new friends and discover the
stories that lie behind pictures.
Design and decorate your Arts
Award Portfolio.
Tuesday: Work with Phoenix
Comic book artist, Zak Simmonds,
to discover how stories are told
through comics.
Wednesday: Join Paul Stickland,
author and illustrator of Dinosaur
Roar! and learn the art of pop-up.
Impress your friends with your own
surprises bouncing from the page.
Thursday: Meet Jane Ray,
illustrator of the mesmerising
Zeraffa Giraffa, and transform
the page into a magical land of
glittering colour.
Friday: Reflect on all the colourful
new skills you have learned.
Complete your Arts Award Portfolio
and transform the workspace
into an art gallery complete with
captions, frames and a private view
for friends and family.

Stories in the Secret Garden
Weekdays from 21 July - 1 September, 11.30-12.00 & 14.30-15.00
FREE with Museum entry but spaces are limited; please reserve a space
on the door on the day.
Meet us in our Secret Garden;
listen to a story, then join in the
hunt for the key. Can the robin
help? What’s under
the ivy? A lovely way
for families to create
stories together.
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Full listings online at www.storymuseum.org.uk/whats-on

Regular events

For children
ABC... Story AGES 0-3
Each session includes a story and
an activity (messy or creative play or
movement), followed by stay-andplay time. Tuesdays & Fridays 10.3011.30 and selected Saturdays. £3.50
per person. Tickets on the door.

Nick Cope’s Song Book
AGES 0-6 Music gigs for children
and families. Nick Cope sings
about everything children are
REALLY interested in, and you’re
invited to join in! £5 per person.
Booking in advance recommended.

Adventures of Book Worm
AGES 0-5 Join Emma Boor for
an interactive puppets and play
session with music, gentle
clowning, singing and
lots of joining in. £5
per person. Booking in
advance recommended.

Check listings on pages
9-20 for dates

Illustrator Zoo
FAMILIES Come and meet a real
live artist in our Illustrator Zoo.
Chat with them as they work and
find out what it’s like to bring
a story alive with pictures - but
remember we have a strict no
feeding policy! Check website for
details of who’s in the Zoo. FREE
with Museum entry.

Baby Boogie
AGES 3+ Kick off your shoes and
turn up the volume for some disco
delight specially for toddlers.
Older siblings welcome too. £5
per person.
Comics Club
AGES 8-12 Develop comicmaking skills and share ideas with
like-minded enthusiasts. Awesome
comic artist Neill Cameron will be
on hand to offer tips and advice.
Once a month on Saturdays,
11.00-12.30 (Registration from
10.45) £7 per session.

Event booking: www.ticketsoxford.com • 01865 305305
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Regular events

Check listings on pages
9-20 for dates

For adults
Shelf Life

Celebrities and well-known figures
talk about their favourite books
from childhood and what’s on
their bookshelf now. Don’t miss
folk legend Peggy Seeger on 4
October. £10/£8.

1001 talks

Listen to story practitioners
across all forms as they discuss
which stories should be collected
for future generations in The
Story Museum’s collection of
1001 stories. Look out for Julia
Donaldson on 28 October. £10/£8.

First Thursday Book Club

A friendly, informal reading group
for adults with an interest in
children’s literature. £5 including a
drink. Tickets on the door.

Most Unusual Quiz Night

An informal quiz night with
a literary twist and plenty of
interactive challenges! £3 (booking
in advance recommended).

Twilights with a Twist

Monthly poetry writing workshops,
with a particular emphasis on using
stories and different forms of art
as stimuli. £5 including a drink.
Tickets on the door. Email isabella.
mead@storymuseum.org.uk to
reserve a place.

Check website for details of more adult events and sign up
for our newsletter to keep up-to-date as new events get
added to our programme.

For all ages
Relaxed visit

Enjoy The Story Museum with
exclusive access in a more relaxed
way. For those with learning
disabilities or sensory and
communication difficulties. First
Sunday of the month. FREE. Reserve
a place: tickets@storymuseum.org.uk
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Full listings online at www.storymuseum.org.uk/whats-on

Events Summer Half Term
SUMMER HALF TERM
Half Term opening: Monday &
Sunday 11.00-16.00, Tuesday Saturday 10.00-17.00
saturday 27 may
10.30-11.30 Nick Cope’s Song
Book Music gigs for children and
families. £5 per person. AGES 0-6.
discworld day
10.00-17.00 This year’s theme is The
Truth. Create your own newspaper
comic, meet Otto Shreik, Discworld’s
only Vampire photographer, listen to
stories with Stephen Briggs and pick
up a free special edition of the Ankh
Morpork Times. FREE with Museum
entry, with ticketed dinner in the
evening. FAMILIES.

18.30 First Thursday Book Club
Informal reading group for adults.
£5 including a drink. ADULTS.
friday 2 june
10.30 ABC... Story Mr Gumpy’s
Outing. £3.50. AGES 0-3.

SATURDAY 3 june
10.30 The Adventures of Book
Worm Emma Boor’s interactive
puppets and play session. £5 per
person. AGES 0-5.

14.00-15.30 & 16.00-17.30 Print
your own book cover Learn
how the first books were printed
and create your own book cover
using lino cuts and a printing
press. £10/£8. Children must be
accompanied. AGES 8+.

tuesday 30 may
10.30 ABC... Story
Elmer £3.50 per
person. AGES 0-3.
elmer day
11.00-11.45 &
14.00-14.45 Elmer
Meet Elmer and friends on a vibrant
musical safari through the jungle.
Adapted from the well-loved
children’s book by David McKee,
Riverside Performing Arts have
created a show to delight younger
audiences. £8/£6. AGES 3+.
thursday 1 june
11.00-12.00 & 14.00-15.00
Colour workshop Get colourful
with the Science Oxford team
painting with bubbles and
baking ‘stained glass’ in these
fun workshops for parents and
children. £7/£5. AGES 5-9.

14.00-15.00 Bad
Bunnies Magic Show
Join Mini Grey and the
odd Bad Bunny to find out
about the history of magic,
make your own magic mini-book,
and watch a performance of her
latest book, The Bad
Bunnies’ Magic
Show. £7/£5. AGES
5+.
sunday 4 june
12.00-13.30 & 14.0015.30 Print your own
book cover using lino
cuts and a printing press.
Children must be accompanied.
£10/£8. AGES 8+.
16.00 Relaxed Visit. See page 8.
FREE.

Event booking: www.ticketsoxford.com • 01865 305305
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Events June 2017
tuesday 6 june
10.30 ABC... Story Please Mr
Panda. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
wednesday 7 june
19.00-21.00 A Most Unusual
Quiz Night Our regular literarythemed quiz night themed this
month on ‘Journeys’. Bar from
18.30. £3. ADULTS.

Saturday 17 june
10.30 ABC... Story Giraffes Can’t
Dance. £3.50 per person. AGES 0-3.
tuesday 20 june
10.30 ABC... Story The Hare and
the Tortoise. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
friday 23 june

friday 9 june
10.30 ABC... Story Elmer. £3.50
per person. AGES 0-3.
saturday 10 june
10.30-11.30 Baby Boogie Turn
up the volume for some disco
delight. £5 per person. AGES 0-6.
11.00-12.30 Comics Club with
Neill Cameron. £7. AGES 8-12.

14.00-15.00 A Very Little Ever
After Very Little Rapunzel is little
- very little. She also has very
long hair and she refuses to get a
haircut… until she gets nits! Join
Teresa Heapy to celebrate the
latest in her hugely popular series,
with storytelling, drawing and
cake! £7/£5. AGES 3+.

tuesday 13 june
10.30 ABC... Story Biscuit Bear.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.
friday 16 june

10.30 ABC... Story The Tale
of the Castle Mice. £3.50 per
person. AGES 0-3.
saturday 24 june
10.30-11.30 Nick Cope’s Song
Book Music gigs for children and
families. £5 per person. AGES 0-6.
11.00-15.00 Open Arts Day
Pick up your free Alice’s Day
programme, try out some riddles
and games in our courtyard
and make red roses to keep the
Queen of Hearts happy. FREE
drop-in activities in the courtyard.
tuesday 27 june
10.30 ABC... Story Time for Bed
Fred. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
thursday 29 june
18.30 Twilights with a Twist.
Informal poetry writing group.
Email isabella.mead@storymuseum.
org.uk to reserve a place. £5
including a drink. ADULTS.
friday 30 june
10.30 ABC... Story Mr Gumpy’s
Outing. £3.50 per person. AGES 0-3.

10.30 ABC... Story Pumpkin Soup.
£3.50 per person. AGES 0-3.

10
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Events July 2017
saturday 1 july

alice’s day 2017 - Riddles & games
10.00-17.00 Alice’s Day is back with family fun in venues all over town.
Look out for rogue playing cards roaming the streets and the amazing
Circus Raj performers from Rajasthan. Don’t miss royal game of croquet
here at The Story Museum, plus riddles, craft, music and more.
Pick up your full guide to the day at The Story Museum and other
participating venues or visit www.storymuseum.org.uk/alice
Most activities are FREE but check website for details. FAMILIES.

sunday 2 july

tuesday 11 july

16.00 Relaxed Visit. See page 8.
FREE.

10.30 ABC... Story Biscuit Bear.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.

tuesday 4 july

friday 14 july

10.30 ABC... Story Elmer. £3.50.
AGES 0-3.

10.30 ABC... Story Time for Bed
Fred. £3.50 per person. AGES 0-3.

thursday 6 july

19.00-20.00 The Canon Following
successful runs in Cambridge,
Edinburgh and London, The Canon
returns – bigger, bookier, and
bwittier. An irrepressible sketch
show featuring an all-star cast of
literary favourites, from Shakespeare
to E.L. James. £8/£6. AGES 16+.

18.30 First Thursday Book Club
Informal reading group for adults
interested in children’s literature.
£5 including a drink. ADULTS.
friday 7 july
10.30 ABC... Story Giraffes Can’t
Dance. £3.50 per person. AGES 0-3.
saturday 8 july
10.30-11.30 Baby Boogie Turn up
the volume for some disco delight.
£5 per person. AGES 0-6.
11.00-12.30 Comics Club Develop
comic-making skills with advice
from awesome comic artist Neill
Cameron. £7. AGES 8-12.

SATURDAY 15 july
10.30 The Adventures of Book
Worm Emma Boor leads an
interactive puppets and play session
with music, singing and lots of
joining in. £5 per person. AGES 0-5.
tuesday 18 july
10.30 ABC... Story Two Frogs.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.

Event booking: www.ticketsoxford.com • 01865 305305
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Events July 2017
friday 21 july

tuesday 25 july

10.30 ABC... Story The Hare and
The Tortoise. £3.50 per person.
AGES 0-3.

10.30 ABC... Story Hairy Maclary
and Zachary Quack. £3.50 per
person. AGES 0-3.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

saturday 22 july

wednesday 26 july

10.30 ABC... Story Mr Gumpy’s
Outing. £3.50 per person. AGES
0-3.

11.00-15.00 Bug handling Have
you ever wondered what it’s like
to be tickled by a tarantula or have
a giant snail leaving a slimy trail
up your arm? Find out with our
incredible insect handling session.
FREE with Museum entry. FAMILIES.

12.00-13.00 & 14.00-15.00 The
Drawy Story Help Emma Boor
and puppets Lionel the snail,
Robbie rub and Smudge the
dinosaur to fill their art gallery
in this interactive puppet show.
Dress for mess! £7/£5. AGES 2-7.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
thursday 27 july
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
18.30 Twilights with a Twist
Informal poetry writing group.
Email isabella.mead@storymuseum.
org.uk to reserve a place. £5
including a drink. ADULTS.
friday 28 july

sunday 23 july
11.30-12.30 The Drawy Story
Join Emma Boor and puppets
Lionel the snail, Robbie rub and
Smudge the dinosaur to make
your own art to take home in this
interactive puppet show. Dress for
mess! £7/£5. AGES 2-7.
MONDAY 24 July
Summer holiday opening begins:
Open Mon-Sat 10.00-17.00, Sun
11.00-16.00.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

10.30 ABC... Story. Mr Gumpy’s
Outing. £3.50 per person. AGES 0-3.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
SATURDAY 29 july
10.30 ABC... Story Pumpkin
Soup. £3.50 per person. AGES
0-3.
monday 31 july
10.00-16.00 Summer Story
Makers Come for a week of
story-themed fun using drama,
storytelling and puppetry. See
page 6 for details £160. AGES
8-12.

12
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Events August 2017
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with
Museum entry. Book on arrival.
FAMILIES.
tuesday 1 august
10.00-16.00 Summer Story
Makers Put on a production in a
day with Andy Owens. See page
6 for details. £37.50 day ticket
available. AGES 8-12.

10.30 ABC... Story Biscuit Bear.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with
Museum entry. Book on arrival.
FAMILIES.
wednesday 2 august
10.00-16.00 Summer Story
Makers Make your own puppet
with Emma Boor. See page 6
for details. £37.50 day ticket
available. AGES 8-12.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with
Museum entry. Book on arrival.
FAMILIES.
19.00-21.00 A Most Unusual
Quiz Night Our regular literarythemed quiz night. Bar from
18.30. £3. ADULTS.
thursday 3 august
10.00-16.00 Summer Story
Makers Weave spellbinding
stories with Sandra Agard. See
page 6 for details. £37.50 day
ticket available. AGES 8-12.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with
Museum entry. FAMILIES.

14.00-15.00 World Tales Join
Sandra Agard, Professional
Storyteller, Writer and Literary
Consultant, for World Tales,
featuring real and imaginary
animals from around the globe.
£7/£5. AGES 5+.
18.30 First Thursday Book Club
Informal reading group for adults
interested in children’s literature.
£5 including a drink. ADULTS.
friday 4 august
10.00-16.00 Summer Story
Makers. See page 6 for details.
AGES 8-12.
10.30 ABC... Story Giraffes Can’t
Dance. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
saturday 5 august
10.30 ABC... Story Hairy Maclary
and Zachary Quack. £3.50 per
person. AGES 0-3.
11.00-12.30 Comics Club Develop
comic-making skills with advice
from awesome comic artist Neill
Cameron. £7. AGES 8-12.
sunday 6 august
16.00 Relaxed Visit. See page 8.
FREE.
monday 7 august
10.00-16.00 Picture This A
week of art, design and creativity
making stories through illustration,
comics and pop-up pictures. See
page 6 for details £160. AGES
8-12.

Event booking: www.ticketsoxford.com • 01865 305305
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Events August 2017
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. FAMILIES.
tuesday 8 august
10.00-16.00 Picture This Discover
how stories are told through
comics with Zak Simmonds. See
page 6 for details. £37.50 day
ticket available. AGES 8-12.
10.30 ABC... Story Pumpkin
Soup. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
wednesday 9 august
10.00-16.00 Picture This Learn the
art of pop-up with Paul Stickland.
See page 6 for details. £37.50 day
ticket available. AGES 8-12.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
14.00-16.00 Pop up flowers and
bugs Create your own pop up
flowers and bugs with Paul Stickland
creator of Dinosaur Roar! FREE with
Museum entry. AGES 3+.

thursday 10 august
10.00-16.00 Picture This Join
illustrator Jane Ray to learn the
magical secrets of colour. See
page 6 for details. £37.50 day
ticket available. AGES 8-12.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
friday 11 august
10.00-16.00 Picture This. See
page 6 for details. AGES 8-12.

1414

10.30 ABC... Story Biscuit Bear.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with
Museum entry. Book on arrival.
FAMILIES.
saturday 12 august
10.30 ABC... Story Elmer. £3.50
per person. AGES 0-3.
11.00-11.45 The Big Adventure
Show The Etherington Brothers
reveal the secrets to kickstarting
your imagination and launching
into epic storytelling in this
hilarious high-energy comic making
show. £8/£6. AGES 6-12.

14.00-14.45 The Lost & Found
Comic-making Show Robin and
Lorenzo Etherington provide
a humorous, mind-expanding
creative journey as they share the
six steps to making incredible
comic adventures. This is the secret
sauce to comic making excellence!.
£8/£6. AGES 6-12.
18.00-21.00 Harry
Potter BBQ
Celebrate
summer with our
Hogwarts-themed
BBQ complete with
magic, wand-making and cocktails!
£15 to include food and one drink.
AGES 16+.
monday 14 august
11.00 & 13.00 Drama Blast: The
Jungle Book A fun and fast-paced
hour-long drama workshop. £6 per
child. AGES 5-8.

www.storymuseum.org.uk/whats-on

Events August 2017
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
15.00-16.00 Drama Blast: The
Jungle Book A fun and fast-paced
drama workshop, complete with
costumes and props. £6 per child.
AGES 8-12.

saturday 19 august
10.30-11.30 Baby Boogie Turn up
the volume for some disco delight.
£5 per person. AGES 0-6.
monday 21 august

tuesday 15 august
10.30 ABC... Story The Tale of the
Castle Mice. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
wednesday 16 august

11.00 & 13.00 Drama Blast:
Peter Rabbit Fast-paced hour-long
drama workshop. £6 per child.
Parents don’t need to stay. AGES 5-8.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
15.00-16.00 Drama Blast: Peter
Rabbit A fun and fast-paced drama
workshop. £6 per child. AGES 8-12.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

tuesday 22 august

thursday 17 august

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

11.00 & 13.00 Drama Blast: Jack
and the Beanstalk A fun and fastpaced hour-long drama workshop.
£6 per child. AGES 5-8.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
15.00-16.00 Drama Blast: Jack
and the Beanstalk A fun and fastpaced drama workshop. £6 per
child. AGES 8-12.
friday 18 august

10.30 ABC... Story Elmer. £3.50.
AGES 0-3.

wednesday 23 august
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
thursday 24 august
11.00 & 13.00 Drama Blast:
Wonderland A fun and fast-paced
hour long drama workshop. £6 per
child. AGES 5-8.

10.30 ABC... Story Mr Gumpy’s
Outing. £3.50. AGES 0-3.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

15.00-16.00 Drama Blast:
Wonderland Fast-paced drama
workshop. £6 per child. AGES 8-12.

Event booking: www.ticketsoxford.com • 01865 305305
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Events August 2017
friday 25 august

wednesday 30 august

10.30 ABC... Story Hairy Maclary
and Zachary Quack. £3.50. AGES
0-3.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

thursday 31 august

SATURDAY 26 august
10.30 The Adventures of Book
Worm Emma Boor leads an
interactive puppets and play session
with music, singing and lots of
joining in. £5 per person. AGES 0-5.
14.00-15.00 The Elephant’s
Garden Hear from Jane Ray,
award-winning illustrator, about
the Elephant’s Garden and create a
magical paper garden of your own.
£7/£5. AGES 5-10.

11.00 & 13.00 Drama Blast: The
Boy Who Cried Wolf A fun and
fast-paced drama workshop. £6 per
child. AGES 5-8.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
15.00-16.00 Drama Blast: The
Boy Who Cried Wolf A fun and
fast-paced drama workshop. £6 per
child. AGES 8-12.
18.30 Twilights with a Twist.
Informal poetry writing group.
Email isabella.mead@storymuseum.
org.uk to reserve a place. £5
including a drink. ADULTS.
friday 1 september
10.30 ABC... Story The Hare and
The Tortoise. £3.50. AGES 0-3.

sunday 27 august
11.00-15.00 Bug handling Get
up close to some creepy crawly
friends. FREE with Museum entry.
FAMILIES.
14.00-15.00 Nick Cope’s Song
Book Music gigs for children and
families. £5 per person. AGES 0-6.
monday 28 august
Bank Holiday opening 11.00-16.00
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.

11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
18.00-20.00 A Midsummer
Night’s Dream The world’s first
cycling theatre company pedal
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
to The Story Museum. Expect
riotous amounts of energy, a
fair old whack of chaos, and a
great deal of laughter. Visit www.
handlebards.com to find out more!
£12/£10 in advance, or £14/£12 on
the day. AGES 5+.

tuesday 29 august
10.30 ABC... Story The Hare and
The Tortoise. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
11.30 & 14.30 Stories in the
Secret Garden FREE with Museum
entry. Book on arrival. FAMILIES.
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Events September 2017
saturday 2 september

sunday 10 september

10.30 ABC... Story Giraffes Can’t
Dance. £3.50 per person. AGES
0-3.

Roald Dahl weekend

14.00-15.00 Nick Cope’s Song
Book Music gigs for children and
families. £5 per person. AGES 0-6.

10.00-17.00 James and the Giant
Peach Join us to celebrate Roald
Dahl with our weekend of peachfilled stories and craft. FREE with
Museum entry. FAMILIES.

sunday 3 september

tuesday 12 september

16.00 Relaxed Visit. See page 8.
FREE.

10.30 ABC... Story Biscuit Bear.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.

monday 4 september
Term-time opening begins:
Mondays closed, Tues-Thurs
schools only, public opening Fri &
Sat 10.00-17.00, Sun 11.00-16.00

friday 15 september

tuesday 5 september
10.30 ABC... Story Two Frogs.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.

© 2013 Rebeccarawrr. Licensed under CC-BY.

thursday 7 september
18.30 First Thursday Book Club
Informal reading group for adults
interested in children’s literature.
£5 including a drink. ADULTS.

10.30 ABC... Story Pumpkin
Soup. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
saturday 16 september
Wizarding weekend
Get your wands at the ready,
put on your robes and prepare
for a magical weekend of craft
and activities. Check website for
details. FREE with Museum entry.
FAMILIES.

friday 8 september
10.30 ABC... Story Elmer. £3.50.
AGES 0-3.
saturday 9 september
Roald Dahl weekend
10.00-17.00
James and the
Giant Peach Join
us to celebrate
Roald Dahl with our
weekend of peachfilled stories and craft. FREE with
Museum entry. FAMILIES.
10.30 ABC... Story Lost and
Found. £3.50 per person. AGES
0-3.
11.00-12.30 Comics Club Develop
comic-making skills with advice
from awesome comic artist Neill
Cameron. £7. AGES 8-12.

10.30-11.30 Baby Boogie
Demonstrate your dance floor
magic! £5 per person. AGES 0-6.
sunday 17 september
Wizarding weekend
Get your wands at the ready, put
on your robes and prepare for
a magical weekend of craft and
activities. Check website for details.
FREE with Museum entry. FAMILIES.
tuesday 19 september
10.30 ABC... Story Hairy Maclary
and Zachary
Quack.
£3.50.
AGES
0-3.

Event booking: www.ticketsoxford.com • 01865 305305
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Events September 2017
friday 22 september

thursday 28 september

10.30 ABC... Story The Tale of
the Castle Mice. £3.50. AGES 0-3.

18.30 Twilights with a Twist.
Informal poetry writing group.
Email isabella.mead@storymuseum.
org.uk to reserve a place. £5
including a drink. ADULTS.

SATURDAY 23 september
10.30 The Adventures of Book
Worm Emma Boor leads an
interactive puppets and play session
with music, singing and lots of
joining in. £5 per person. AGES 0-5.

friday 29 september
10.30 ABC... Story Mr Gumpy’s
Outing. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
saturday 30 september
10.30-11.30 Nick Cope’s Song
Book Music gigs for children and
families. £5 per person. AGES 0-6.
sunday 1 October
16.00 Relaxed Visit. See page 8.
FREE.

14.00-15.00 The Diaries of Dennis
the Menace Get the inside story
on everyone’s favourite Beano
star. Author Steven Butler gives
a whistle-stop tour of the cheeky
tricks and pranks played by Dennis,
his dog Gnasher and their friends
and enemies. £7/£5. AGES 6+.

tuesday 26 september

tuesday 3 october
10.30 ABC... Story Time For Bed
Fred. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
wednesday 4 October
18.30-20.00 Shelf Life with
Peggy Seeger Folk music legend
Peggy Seeger (best known for her
feminist songs such as Gonna Be
an Engineer and for The Ballad
of Springhill) talks to Nicolette
Jones about the books that have
accompanied her throughout her
65 year career of performing,
travelling and songwriting. £10/£8.
AGES 16+.

10.30 ABC... Story Time for Bed
Fred. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
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Events October 2017
thursday 5 October

saturday 14 october

18.30 First Thursday Book Club
Informal reading group for adults
interested in children’s literature.
£5 including a drink. ADULTS.

10.30-11.30 Baby Boogie Turn up
the volume for some disco delight.
Rock out some moves and dance
to the beat. £5 per person. Older
siblings welcome too! AGES 0-6.

friday 6 october
10.30 ABC... Story Owl Babies.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.

tuesday 17 october
saturday 7 October
10.30 ABC... Story The Owl Who
Was Afraid of the Dark. £3.50.
AGES 0-3.
11.00-12.30 Comics Club Develop
comic-making skills with advice
from awesome comic artist Neill
Cameron. £7. AGES 8-12.

tuesday 10 october

10.30 ABC... Story Biscuit Bear.
£3.50. AGES 0-3.
friday 20 october
10.30 ABC... Story The Tale of the
Castle Mice. £3.50. AGES 0-3.

19.00-20.30 Shape Shifters - The
Howken Field Get ready for Owl
Service Day with a night of dark
tales and mysterious secrets from
the Scottish Borders where many
things are not quite as they seem.
Storyteller and musician Nick
Hennessey tips out the glittering
treasures of story and song that
press up through field, fell, burn
and beck. £10/£8. AGES 16+.

10.30 ABC... Story Giraffes Can’t
Dance. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
wednesday 11 october
19.00-21.00 A Most Unusual
Quiz Night Our regular literarythemed quiz night. Bar from
18.30. £3. ADULTS.
friday 13 october
10.30 ABC... Story Elmer. £3.50.
AGES 0-3.

Event booking: www.ticketsoxford.com • 01865 305305
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Events October Half Term
OCTOBER HALF TERM

friday 27 October

Half Term opening: Sundays
11.00-16.00, Monday - Saturday
10.00-17.00

10.30 ABC... Story The Hare and
The Tortoise. £3.50. AGES 0-3.

saturday 21 October
Owl Service Day - a celebration
of Alan Garner’s Carnegie medal
winning classic book. Meet real
owls and find out more about this
retelling of a legendary Welsh tale.
Check website for details.

10.30-11.30 Nick Cope’s Song
Book Music gigs for children and
families. £5 per person. AGES 0-6.
tuesday 24 October
10.30 ABC... Story Pumpkin
Soup. £3.50. AGES 0-3.
14.00-15.00 I Want to be in
A Scary Story Put your scariest
Halloween costume on and
join master storyteller and
bestselling author Sean Taylor
for a spoooooky interactive and
engaging event for little monsters
everywhere! £7/£5. AGES 5+.
wednesday 25 October
14.00-15.00 Climb That Tree
Singer songwriter David Gibb
returns to The Story Museum
to launch his latest album of
toe-tapping tunes. £7/£5. AGES 3+.
thursday 26 October
11.00-12.00 & 14.00-15.00 Bogey
Man Slimeworkshop Prepare
to get really gloopy in these
slime-filled family workshops from
Science Oxford. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. £7/£5.
AGES 5-8.
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11.00-12.00 Create Your Own
Spooky House Author and
illustrator Pam Smy looks at how
important a story’s setting can be in
creating atmosphere. Learn about
how to create a spooky buiding and
make your own scary diorama in this
workshop. £7/£5. AGES 10+

14.00-15.00 You Choose in
Space! Join illustrator Nick
Sharratt in celebration of his
new book in the best-selling You
Choose series, with rockets and
aliens galore! £7/£5. AGES 3+.

saturday 28 October
10.30 The Adventures of Book
Worm Emma Boor’s interactive
puppets and play session. £5 per
person. AGES 0-5.
18.00-19.30 1001 Stories with
Julia Donaldson Best-selling
author Julia Donaldson talks about
the craft that lies behind great
storytelling as part of our ongoing
1001 Stories events. £10/£8.
AGES 12+.

www.storymuseum.org.uk/whats-on

Looking ahead

Shh... Can you hear some jingling?
We’re banishing the White Witch from Narnia this September
which means it will no longer be ‘always winter but never Christmas’. So
in true Story Museum fashion we will be celebrating Christmas with
a brand new show for children aged 3+ and their families
which will take audiences on a story-filled musical
‘Absolutely brilliant!
journey accompanied by the sound of some
The children were
jingling sleigh bells!
Our Christmas show runs from 1 December to
7 January, with ticket prices starting from £5.50.
Sign up for our newsletter to be first to hear when
booking opens. Contact the Learning Team for
details of group rates for school bookings.

captivated from start
to finish.’
Christmas Show
2016

Visit our shop and café
Open daily Tuesday - Sunday and every day during school holidays.
Step off the street and into a story in our friendly café. Providing hot
drinks, light meals and a mouth-watering array of freshly-baked cakes
and biscuits, not to mention free baby tapas with any adult meal, it’s the
perfect place to grab a bite to eat.
And why not stock up on some unusual literary gifts while you’re at it.
Our independent book shop also stocks a range of games, toys and
story-related items for all ages.

www.storymuseum.org.uk/whats-on
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Schools & groups
Come and be
inspired
We cater for groups of every
type and age, from early years
to language schools, museum
professionals, book clubs and
international visitors. During term
time school groups enjoy exclusive
use of The Story Museum from
Tuesday to Thursday.
Use our story spaces and exhibitions
as inspiration for your group to
explore stories, characters, books
and writing. Each 2-hour school visit
to The Story Museum includes an
hour exploring our exhibitions and
a 45-minute workshop. We have a
selection of workshops suitable for
Early Years up to KS5 and workshop
sessions are led by our skilled
Learning and Participation team.
For full details visit www.
storymuseum.org.uk/schools or
register for our schools newsletter
by sending an email to:
learning@storymuseum.org.
uk for details of special events
and exclusive teacher preview
evenings.
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Teachers as
writers

Join our Teachers as Writers group
specially designed for teachers
who would like to develop their
own creative writing. The group,
which is part of the National
Writing Project, is led by Isy Mead,
Head of Learning & Participation
at The Story Museum and meets
once a month on a Thursday
evening during term time.
If you are a primary or secondary
school teacher interested in
developing your own writing and
learning ways of making writing
more enjoyable and meaningful
for your pupils then come along.
£5 per session on the door (email
learning@storymuseum.org.uk in
advance.) 18.30-20.00 Thursday 8
June, 13 July, 14 September, 12
October, 9 November.

www.storymuseum.org.uk/schools

Support our work

Venue hire & children’s parties
Our buildings offer a range of
interesting and flexible spaces for
conferences, meetings, parties
and other events. All the rooms
available for hire have recently
been refurbished, redecorated
and are wheelchair accessible.
Wifi is available throughout and
we can provide AV equipment,
whiteboards and flipcharts as
required.

We offer rooms for hire at evenings,
weekends and week days. We also
offer children’s party packages with
party host and story-based activities.
For more information contact
Duncan Saunders (01865 790050,
email: duncan.saunders@
storymuseum.org.uk) or look online
for guideline pricing
www.storymuseum.org.uk/visit/
venue-hire/

Join our crew
Could you spare 4 half days
a month?
We need volunteers of all ages to
help our visitors make the most of
their time at The Story Museum.
From greeting visitors and helping
at events to assisting with our
school groups, we welcome
enthusiastic volunteers of all ages.
If you can spare around 4 half days
a month then come aboard!
We also offer regular internship
opportunities for those wishing to
gain a more in-depth knowledge
of working in a Museum and a
Young Volunteers Scheme for 1618 year-olds.
To find out more visit www.
storymuseum.org.uk/volunteer

www.storymuseum.org.uk

23

42 Pembroke Street, Oxford OX1 1BP
01865 790050
www.storymuseum.org.uk

‘After nourishment, shelter and
companionship, stories are the thing we
need most in the world.’
Philip Pullman
The Story Museum is a registered charity (1107809) and all
proceeds from our Box Office, café and shop support our
work to enrich lives through stories.
Front cover illustration from The Owl and the Woodpecker by Brian Wildsmith
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