Underground Oxford
Discover the secret history of the city via archways, hidden
passages and buried books.
This trail should take you
roughly 1 hour to walk. Start
at Blackwell’s, and when
you’ve completed the clues go
to The Story Museum’s
café for a free drink.
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Map: Aileen Doherty and Laura Sayers

Fancy another 15 minutes?
Take an optional detour to Folly Bridge by
continuing all the way down St Aldate’s.
This was the starting point for the boat trip
that Lewis Carroll took with a young
Alice Liddell in 1862, where he told the
story that would later become
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.
To get back on the trail route take the
footpath alongside the river, before joining
up with the New Walk footpath into
Christ Church Meadow.

42 Pembroke Street, Oxford OX1 1BP
Tel: 01865 790050
www.storymuseum.org.uk

Start at
Blackwell’s....
1. You are in the shop with the largest
underground book-selling room in the world.
Can you find any famous fat monarchs on the
way down?

As you walk outside you will be passing over a
tunnel which links the Old and New Bodleian
together. This tunnel used to have a 1940s
conveyor belt which carried books back and forth
between the two libraries.
On the top of one of the shops on Broad Street you
will see a statue by Anthony Gormley (creator of
The Angel of the North). This statue has a
partner on Downing Street, Cambridge. In
Cambridge, instead of being high up above,
he is upside down, buried in the pavement –
only the soles of his feet are visible above ground.
2. Go to Radcliffe Square, home to the
Radcliffe Camera and the Bodleian
Library. The Library receives a copy of every
single book published in the UK,
and the collection is kept in a
network of underground rooms.
How many books do you think you
are standing on top of now?

3. Crossing the High Street, now
you need to find a street named
after an Oxford College.
Find the plaque which tells you of a secret
tunnel... but where does it lead? (Its top secret
access only to students, so don’t try and find
your way in!)

Find your way to Christ Church Meadow, passing
through one set of college gates. After passing
through the kissing gate, go straight on, being
careful not to take the path on the left - the
infamous Dead Man’s Walk. In medieval times,
Jewish funeral processions would walk along here
to take their dead to the Botanic Gardens to be
buried. Spooky!
4. You will see an
underground stream
on your left as you
pass through Christ
Church Meadow to
get to St Aldates.
Head across to
Brewer Street
where you will find
a section of the
city’s ancient wall
bordering Pembroke
College. Can you
spot any archways?
Don’t expect them to be at a normal height –
look high AND low.
How many archways can you find?

5. When you reach the end of
Brewer Street, turn right onto
Littlegate Street until you find
the place where two streets
(and streetsigns) meet…
How many medieval gates did
Oxford have?

6. For your final stop, go to the Oxford
Castle. Can you find the cells where badly
behaved prisoners were sent? (They are far
from the rest of the cells – try your luck in the
garden at the back of Malmaison.)
When do the Punishment Cells date from?

Now head to The Story Museum for your
free drink in the café - and while you’re
there, you can venture underground
to Badger’s den in the 26 Characters
exhibition...

